ING
o\‘\e@ N
e Ny V@
¢ E -~ L

<@

Z \J
4)70 @Vg.
NAL LaN®

Yallourn Power Station
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Yallourn Power Station demonstrated several important
technological developments which were of national significance
in power station practice in Australia.

It was the first major power station to be located on the coalfield
which supplied its fuel. Early power station practice had placed
power stations within cities supplying energy at quite low
voltages to customers without an intervening transmission
system. This invariably meant transporting the coal by rail and/or
ship to the power station. Yallourn was placed immediately
adjacent to the coalfield using dedicated mechanical handling
equipment to deliver coal to the power station. Power stations
located on coalfields require high voltage transmission systems.
At Yallourn 132 kV transmission was adopted initially to transmit
power to Melbourne.

The engineers of Yallourn overcame the problems of converting
their rich brown coalfields into electricity and minimising
transport costs. Victorians have since enjoyed a cheap and
plentiful source of power which also gave their industries a major
advantage in terms of production efficiency.

Yallourn was an early adopter of pulverised coal as the method of
delivering fuel to the boiler. This innovation paralleled efforts to
develop more efficient pre-drying of the very high moisture
content coal mined at Yallourn. Pulverised coal fuel for large
utility boilers later became universal.

Yallourn represented five stages of power station development,
constructed over a period of 40 years and operated for 65 years,
during which enormous increases in the size of boilers and
turbo-generators occurred. All five stages of development were
operational simultaneously at Yallourn between 1961 and 1968.

Engineering Heritage Australia has recognised Yallourn Power
Station as having national engineering heritage significance.
Representatives of Engineers Australia and PowerWorks unveiled
this marker on 26 October 2011.
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